Aflatoxin Partnership Newsletter
V O L U M E

I V

I S S U E 1

M A R C H / A P R I L

2 0 1 6

Dear PACA Community Members:
We are pleased to present this issue of your newsletter with important updates
and information.
The first quarter of 2016 has seen some important events and milestones in PACA
implementation. Country level activities which are the main focus of PACA progressed well. As promised the Country-led Situation Analysis and Action Planning (C-SAAP) reports which offer valuable home grown, locally relevant evidence are completed for some of our pilot countries, notably Tanzania and the
Gambia. Having mainstreamed the national aflatoxin control plan into its national
agricultural strategy, Tanzania is poised to convene government, private sector,
development partners and other stakeholders for a business meeting to agree on a
roadmap for implementation of the national plan and consider investments. This
is a crucial stage in the country planning approach that Tanzania has been pursuing for over a year. We have witnessed that fragmented approaches didn’t help
countries solve the aflatoxin problem in its entire complexity. We call upon aflatoxin control stakeholders to join hands for a coordinated, government led and
stakeholder driven implementation of the well-conceived national aflatoxin control plan of Tanzania and other countries. The comprehensive national plans offer
a lot for PACA community members to take up, with due recognition of our diverse organizational strategies and focus.
I would also like to bring to your attention the international workshop on
“Engaging the Health and Nutrition Sectors in Aflatoxin Control in Africa” held
at the African Union on 23-24 March 2016. This workshop was successful in all
measures but if I have to mention just one thing, that will be the clarity it brought
to effectively addressing the health and nutrition aspects of the aflatoxin problem.
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Message from PACA Manager—continued

Related to this, the PACA-Global Panel joint roundtable meeting held in Accra
on 12 April 2016 also was successful in putting the aflatoxin problem squarely in
nutrition priorities of Africa. The Accra meeting which was graced by the presence of high level policy and decision makers and influential personalities including Former President John Kufuor of Ghana and Honorable Minister Monty
Jones of Sierra Leone and other high level officials from PACA pilot countries
and partners was also a great advocacy platform. The food safety work of Mars,
Incorporated who convened the first scientific conference in the new state-of-the
-art Global Food Safety Center is exemplary. We also appreciate the Platform for
African European Partnership on Agricultural Research for Development
(PAEPARD) for stepping up efforts at coordinating European and African researchers and stakeholders toward a serious engagement for mitigating the
scourge of aflatoxins. Please read these and other interesting articles in this issue.
Once again I would like to ask PACA Community Members to share with PACA
Secretariat updates about your projects and programs for further sharing with
the Community through the PACA website. We are interested in knowing about
your work to help create synergies and maximize the use of limited resources.
We can’t afford to duplicate each other’s efforts.
Thank you for your support to aflatoxin control in Africa.
Amare Ayalew (PhD)
Program Manager, PACA/AUC
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Health and Nutrition Priorities in Aflatoxin Control
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Health and Nutrition Priorities in Aflatoxin Control– Continued
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PACA Retrains on AfricaAIMS and Assists in Country Data
Submission
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Senegal Validates its National Aflatoxin Control Action Plan
Senegal, one of PACA’s pilot
countries, finalized and validated its National Aflatoxin
Control Action Plan on 19
April 2016 in Dakar, Senegal.
Based on a country-led situation analysis that was conducted and validated in 2015,
Senegal developed its national aflatoxin control action
plan to mainstream into major national frameworks such
as the Comprehensive Africa
Agriculture Development
Programme (CAADP) and implement. The plan has five
strategic areas under which
many activities are included.
These strategic areas mainly
address issues of awareness
raising, strengthening of
institutional frameworks for

inter-sectoral collaboration, evidence generation and information sharing, capacity building
of public and private sectors,
and monitoring and evaluation.
The agriculture advisor to the
Minister of Agriculture and Rural
Equipment, Mr. Faustin Diatta,
opened the meeting assuring
participants of Senegal’s commitment to reducing effects of aflatoxins on its population. He mentioned the situation analysis study
where the effects
of aflatoxins on
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the people and economy of
Senegal were clearly shown.
He also indicated that the objectives of the plan translate
the ambition of the President
of Senegal, H.E. Macky Sall, to
make agriculture the engine
for economic growth and development in Senegal’s development plan. The workshop
was attended by heads of organizations and experts from
the various sectors in Senegal.
A business meeting with various stakeholders will be held
in May 2016 in order to allocate funds towards implementation of the plan in Senegal.
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The Global Panel for Agriculture Food Systems and Nutrition
and PACA Joined Hands to Address Food Safety: Champions
Meeting on the Margins of CAADP
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The PACA Steering Committee
Deliberated on PACA’s Strategic
Direction
The eighth PACA
Steering Committee
(SC) meeting was held
on 02-03 March 2016 in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
four new members, African Society of Mycotoxicology (ASM), East
African Community
(EAC), Global Alliance
for Improved Nutrition
(GAIN), and Mars Incorporated were welcomed to the Steering
Committee. The SC expressed its gratitude to
members who rotated
out, The African Agricultural Technology
Foundation (AATF)
and the Common Market for Eastern and
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News and Information on Aflatoxins
CAADP holds its 12th Partnership Platform Meeting
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The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) Publishes a New Report on Mycotoxin Control in Low-and Middle
Income Countries
The International Agency for
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Roundtable of Aflatoxin Experts on “Building a Multi-Stakeholder
Approach to Mitigate Aflatoxin Contamination of Food and Feed”
Called for Innovations and Partnerships to Mitigate Aflatoxins
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Uncommon Collaborations and the Future of Food Safety
Science: Mars, Incorporated Convened Leading Scientists
and Practitioners in an International Symposium
Mars, Incorporated conducted
an international scientific symposium on 18-20 April 2016 at
the Mars Global Food Safety
Center, Huairou, Beijing, China.
The goal of the symposium was
to bring together a global
group of food safety experts to
share current research, identify
food safety challenges, and discuss opportunities for collaboration between industry, NGOs
and academia that can change
the current food safety paradigms and drive towards safer
food for the world.
The successful symposium was
held in three sections. The first
section allowed a tour of the
Global Food Safety Center of
Mars (GFSC). Opened in September 2015, the GFSC is a
state-of-the-art facility which is
meant to serve as an international platform for research
and training and contribute to
achieving food safety for all.
The second section of the symposium focused on food safety
science research in the areas of

mycotoxin management, pathogen management and the opportunities offered by big data and
next generation sequencing for a
more holistic and proactive food
safety risk management program
across the entire supply chain.
The conference participants
heard that multiple food safety
challenges remain in the global
supply chain and that the impact
of mycotoxins on human health
has been historically underprioritized. They also heard that
Salmonella remains a significant
challenge in the food industry
and more focus is needed on
prevention rather than detection. The third section focused
on collaborations and potential
opportunities for addressing the
challenges and putting into use
the opportunities identified.
There were several presentations that painted the horizon of
global and regional food safety
and regulatory frameworks and
discussions on existing
“uncommon collaborations” between Mars and different
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organizations including PACA.
Food safety and its role as a
key component of food security was another area of discussion with the view that new
and complex risks could pose
challenges to existing risk assessment approaches. The audience heard that against a
backdrop of globalization of
the food supply chain and an
increase in international trade,
food industry practices are
moving away from reliance on
border checks to underpinning
food safety with good risk assessment processes across the
global logistics chain. Whilst it
was accepted that implementation of country regulations
and practices will vary, it was
argued that a positive trend is
being seen across industry,
driving a level of commitment,
cooperation and collaboration
to implement an aligned spirit
of laws, driving best practice
and facilitating the trading of
safe food.
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Uncommon Collaborations and the Future of Food Safety
Science – Continued
It is to be recalled that African Union through PACA and
Mars signed Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) in
December 2015 to tackle
aflatoxins. During the signing
of the MOU, H.E. Rhoda
Peace Tumusiime, Commissioner for Rural Economy
and Agriculture of the African Union Commission said
“The cooperation between
African Union Commission
and Mars is in line with our
efforts to tackle the complex
aflatoxin challenge by working together with a wide array of stakeholders. We value the competencies of the
private sector and particular-

ly the experience of Mars in
food safety and quality and the
creation of preemptive food
safety research platforms all of
which are of direct relevance
to aflatoxin control. Africa is
the only region in the world
where the supply of aflatoxin
prone raw materials, such as
groundnuts, will far exceed the
internal demand for the years
to come. This MOU should
serve as a launching pad for
collaborations to improve food
quality and safety standards
that eventually benefit millions
of smallscale farmers in Africa,
who depend on crops such as
maize and groundnuts for their
income and food.” Mars and

PACA have since been collaborating in high level advocacy
at the regional and global level and will jointly work in a
number of areas toward the
common goal of safer food.
Mars has stated that it takes
a pre-competitive approach
to food safety and through
the Global Food Safety Center
has committed to sharing
food safety research and
knowledge to help ensure a
safer food supply chain. Collaboration across disciplines
and practitioners was emphasized during the three day
symposium as “food safety is
too important to be left just
to food safety scientists”.

Upcoming event:
2nd PACA PPM - October 2016
Date and Location to be determined

“AFRICA FREE FROM THE HAMRFUL
EFFECTS OF AFLATOXINS”

CONTACT US:
Partnership for Aflatoxin Control in
Africa (PACA)
Dept. of Rural Economy & Agriculture
African Union Commission
PO Box 3243
Addis Ababa W21K19
Ethiopia
www.aflatoxinpartnership.org
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